are used to fully rank responses, the cost of data collection often rises dramatically. Since this problem is an especially relevant issue to researchers of the development of children, the present study was designed to compare both full-and partial-rank-ordering procedures of measurement within the context of preschool peer preferences. Specifically, it was intended to determine if increased reliability could be obtained from a full-ranking procedure without substantially affecting the ease or cost of obtaining the measurements. ' Sociometric measurement of peer preferences has been used for more than four decades as a means of identifying and studying social interactions among preschool children (Koch, 1933; Lippit, 1941; McCandless & Marshall, 1957 ; Moore & Updegraff, 1964 (McCandless & Marshall, 1957) , from .52 to .78 over a two-week interval (Moore & Updegraff, 1964) and as low as .32 over a fivemonth period (Hartup, Glazer, & Charlesworth, 1967 (Hartup, 1970) . Yet, it is quite possible that these findings reflect measurement problems rather than poor relationships.
In fact, strong regularities have been found in both the quality and quantity of peer interaction behaviors among preschool-age children (Blurton-Jones, 1972; McGrew, 1972; Smith & Connolly, 1972 (Thurstone, 1927 ), Koch Table 3 ). Since the problems of the reliability of the PSI were a central concern of this study, the correlations for the individual friendships were corrected for attenuation in the PSI only. Resulting coefficients were .60, .28, and .40 for the fall, winter, and spring testing times in the three-year-old class and .73 and 1.0 for the fall and winter testings in Downloaded from the Digital Conservancy at the University of Minnesota, http://purl.umn.edu/93227. May be reproduced with no cost by students and faculty for academic use. Non-academic reproduction requires payment of royalties through the Copyright Clearance Center, http://www.copyright.com/ (Biehler, 1954; Deutsch, 1974 In fact, Piaget (1955) 
